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A Celebration of the Life of David Turner 

David Turner died on Friday 30th April.  He had cancer of the lung & kidney & was in 
hospital for 3 weeks before he died of a stroke.  A great shock to everybody because he 
was such a stalwart of the club; part of the furniture.  Very few realised how ill he was, but it 
was not unsurprising that he didnôt tell anyone.  He was a very private person who suffered 
in silence.  He left the stage while nobody was looking. But this is chance to celebrate the 
life of a colourful, eccentric & extraordinary person.  Itôs very difficult to cram his life into 1 
article, because David had done so many things & had a multitude of stories about his 
travels.  He was very easy to talk to and was somebody that people remembered. 

David had the eye for the remarkable like the story about driving through the Blackwell tunnel & noticing a 
Parisian dustcart ahead of him.  David seems to attract unusual events and his best tale was about driving in 
the Outer Hebrides when a Coast Guard helicopter landed on the road ahead of him!  His dry comment was 
that helicopter pilots probably didnôt have rear wing mirrors.   

David didnôt have a TV, mobile or access to the internet, yet he was always very well informed.  His evening 
óNews Quizô for Barnet with questions on the previous weekôs events was hilarious & was voted Barnetôs top 
event of the year.  His walks were fascinating because he would research the route beforehand & would 
point out items of interest.   

He had a very dry & quick sense of humour.  Many years ago I remember him phoning me in the kitchen as I 
was boiling some milk.  As I saw the milk begin to bubble over, I shouted an alarm & rushed to rescue my 
pan.  When I returned to the phone I heard óIôm not supporting a nationalised industry just to hear a cookery 
lessonô.  

David had done a lot of work for the club over the years, but also for the YHA.  Before the YHA re-
organisation, he had been on the Eastern Region Council and was also very active on some of the 
committees such as the South Eastern Publicity Committee.  After the reorganisation, he had been a 
member of Central Region Council and the Eastern Area Panel.  He had been Chairman of the Epping 
Forest Committee & a volunteer warden at Bradenham. David was very active on the YHAôs Hostel 
Standards Committee.  Outside of the YHA, David actively supported the Gatliff Trust which runs 4 simple 
hostels in the Outer Hebrides.  He did a lot of work for the Trinity Methodist Church, Church Road in Enfield. 

When he was teaching at Wandsworth, David was spent a lot 
of time taking inner city schoolchildren hostelling & introducing 
them to the óbig worldô.  If you doubt the value of this, he once 
told me that as he was taking a party of kids on the train, one of 
them asked óPlease Sir, when we get to the countryside, will it 
be bigger than London?ô.  He was a very competent teacher.  
One of my friends was very impressed when he explained 
some aspect of technical drawing to her children.  Technical 
drawing may not be the most riveting of subjects, but he held 
their attention. They learned. 

David was a very bright guy who had a huge knowledge of the 
English language & the use of words.  One of his trademarks 
was to bury to himself in the Times crossword & he was also a 
black belt in Scrabble.  He also took up Sudoku in a big way & 
became Barnet Sudoku champion. 

We will miss the News Quiz, the walks that he led, but above 
all, a friend. Alan 
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Chairmanôs Column 
 

What makes a good walk? There are probably 
as many answers as there are walkers. Or 
perhaps, as many answers on any given day as 
there are walkers. On another day you may get a 
different set of answers. 

Good weather? This seems like a must but I am 
sure that we have all had a wonderful time 
walking when it has been cold, or windy, or 
raining, or all three. No, while it might seem that 
the weather is one of the most important 
ingredients I am not sure that it is. 

Easy walking? No, surely the best walks are 
when you get back to the car, or in the bath at 
home, or in the tea shop and you can say to 
yourself ñwell we have had a good walk todayò. 
Not exhausted but the muscles in the legs feel 
that they have been used, perhaps even 
stretched a little more than normal, or more than 
last week or the last walk. 

Lovely countryside? This probably is important, 
but perhaps not as important as it seems. Moors 
that stretch out in front of us can make the walk 
seem never ending. Long straight tracks may be 
easy walking but they become tedious and 
pleasant forests become claustrophobic. 
Perhaps the most important aspect is variety. It 
doesnôt all have to be lovely, just not too much 
óun-lovelyô. 

For me, the definition of a good walk may, from 
time to time include these three things but the 
most important is just to be outside in good 
company.  

Old friends, casual acquaintances, people that I 
have never had the chance to speak to before; 
they all make up the mix that keeps a walk 
interesting and fun. And someone to complain to 
about the weather, and to share the moan about 
the sore feet that happen too! 

Regards, Graham  

If you have any comments for the next meeting 
to be held on 15th July, please see the 
Chairperson or a committee  
 

Editorôs Column 

 

I, as many of the group, feel that we have lost, 
with the passing of Dave Turner an active, jolly, 
learned conversationalist. 

Voluntary work with Dave at Saffron Walden, 
Epping Forest and Bradenham youth hostels, 
will be a fond memory of mine. 

The Lea Valley evening walk (Mon 19th July) 
frequently led by him, will take place in his 
memorial. 

The banner on front page shows bluebells from 
Sueôs Gobionôs Wood evening walk.  

Inside, all the latest news : 

Postcards from Dubrovnik, all the beauty of the 
May Bank Holiday in the Lakes and an 
extraordinary evening walk write-up. 

Summer evening walks are well under way and 
thoughts turn to next yearôs weekend 
programme ï please bring your ideas to the 
outdoor planning evening 15th June. 

Following the wonderful bank holiday weekend 
in Pembrokeshire, next monthôs Footprint will be 
a puffin spectacular ï not to be missed. 

Finally, let me say, ñWelcome alongò to Christine 
who joins the committee as the new Secretary. 

Steve 

 
Please forward anything for the May newsletter 
to me, before 29th June. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
North London Outdoor Group  

 
 

Charity Donations this year : 

£63 Cakes for Haiti. 
£13 Friends of the Earth (Welwyn & 
Hatfield) 
To Homeless Action in Barnet:  
5 scarves, 9 hats, 5 pairs of gloves, 1 
fleece, 1 warm jacket & 2 pairs of socks. 

 

ECO TIP THIS MONTH: WEAR A HEMP 
SHIRT... 
 
Hemp has been unfairly saddled with a hair-
shirt image, which it doesn't deserve.  
  
It's a very ecologically friendly crop, which 
does not need pesticides and herbicides to 
thrive and is now used to make a wide range 
of fashionable clothes, as well as other 
products ranging from frisbees to bags.  
   
From Joanna Yarrow's 1,001 Ways to Save 
the Planet.  
   
best wishes from Sue B 
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Out and About  
Euro 2010 ï Postcards from 
Dubrovnik Part 1 

Date: Wed 12th ï Mon 17th May ó10 
Organised by: Stuart (photos Stuart) 
 

Participants: Stuart, Christine, Caroline, Helen T, 
Helen W, Jeff B, Janice, Dave & Romaine, 
Georgina, Ann S, David Li, Andrew C, Peter D, 
Mo & Julie 

Dubrovnik - What makes it such a great city!  

 A beautiful medieval walled city 
overlooking the Adriatic coast 

 The Rectorôs Palace and Franciscan 
Friary - wonderful renaissance 
architecture designed by Italian Palozzolli 
Paloussi who also worked for Cosimo 
d'Medici. 

 Fabulous seafood restaurants, great local 
wine, amazing ice-cream and coffee 
shops aplenty. 

 A full dayôs boat trip to the Elafite islands 
with a barbecued fish lunch provided by 
the boat crew. 

 Sunbathing on sandy beaches and 
swimming in the Adriatic - including a 
north & south coast island swim . 

Would I go back again? - Definitely - but a word 
of warning - do take a good strong brolly, 
although it is often hot & sunny Dubrovnik does 
experience summer thunderstorms.       Helen W 

  

ñAlthough probably the highlight of our trip was 
the sun-blessed boat trip to the Elafite Islands (3 
offshore islands north of Dubrovnik) with the 
excellent lunch and endless wine(!) with the 
short walks on the islands, for us, the sobering 
thought of the constant pummelling of the 
beautiful city in 1991/1992 and the resultant 
reconstruction is a marvel. It seems that 
whatever man does today, he cannot demolish 
what was built so solidly from the 11th century 
onwards, which is understandable when you 
learn that some of the protective walls are four to 
six metres thick at the bottom.  The pride and 
determination of the inhabitants of the city after 
the war to recover and provide themselves (and 
the tourists) with the beautiful city we see today 
is to be applauded.ò 

Best wishes, 

Romaine and Dave 

 

"My highlight of the holiday was an all-day boat 
trip, stopping off on three very different islands:  

Koloļep, Ġipan and Lopud, including a lunch of 
grilled, freshly caught fish on the boat. Lopud 
had beaches on both sides: we went swimming 
in the sea, which was refreshing if rather chilly, 
and walked through the countryside from one 
beach to the other." 

Dave Li 

A view of the old city from Fort Lovrjenak 

The harbour on the island of Ġipan 

View towards Mt Srd in the background 

The Stradun,  the main street through the old city 
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May Day Bank Holiday ï Ambleside 
& Derwentwater 

Date: 30th April ï 3rd May 2010 
Organised by: Jane (photos Steve) 
 

Participants: Jane, Dave La, Graham, Helen W, 
Steve, Tracy, Gilly & Ann J (Sue & Alex on 
Sunday). 

Saturday - Ullock Pike walk, led by Dave La 

 

Moving from Ambleside to Derwentwater hostel 
meant that we didnôt get an early start. This, and 
the forecast of rain prompted us to choose a 
shorter walk than we otherwise might have. 
Fewer miles perhaps, but a significant challenge 
nonetheless as we decided to climb Skiddaw, 
the 4th highest peak in the Lake District. 

We started from a forest car park that reminded 
us we were only planning a few miles as there 
were many people out for a short stroll on the 
forest tracks. We followed the red track but soon 
left any others behind as we started to climb up 
and out of the trees. Unfortunately, as we 
climbed higher it became colder and much 
windier. Still, we managed to find a sheltered 
spot for an early lunch and drank in the 
wonderful views of Bassenthwaite Lake.  

 

The promised rain started, much heavier than 
expected forcing everyone to reconsider the 
wisdom of trying to get to the top of Skiddaw. 
When we reached the beginning of the final 
climb we had all decided that the low cloud 
would mean that we wouldnôt be able see 
anything from the summit so it was not worth the 
effort, or the soaking.  

As always on the fells, as we made our way 
back down the rain started to abate and even the 
wind dropped to allow us to stop and enjoy 
totally different views, this time of Derwentwater. 

We did not achieve the heights of Skiddaw but 
the walk in the morning up to and along the ridge 
of Ullock Pike was rewarding in itself, and any 
walk that ends in a good tea shop as this one did 
is always a success. 

Graham 

Sunday - Cat Bells circular walk, led by Sue 
and Alex 

One of the walks on offer today was a 12 mile 
circular walk; up Cat Bells and beyond. It was 
just 3 of us ï Graham, Steve & myself who took 
up their invitation and met Sue & Alex at the 
agreed meeting point and time of 8.40am ï 
perhaps that was the reason for such a select 
few! 

 

The day started cloudy and breezy and we all 
whizzed up Skelgill Bank and up to Cat Bells in 
excellent spirits and in what seemed like no time 
at all ï it was great to see hardly any other 
walkers about and to feel that you had the fell all 
to yourself.  

At the top of Cat Bells we met a lovely couple 
who were carrying a small Union Jack flag, this 
of course instigated an enquiry and we found out 
that not only had they driven up from Sheffield 
that morning and it was not even 9.30am by 
then, they were marking her 70th birthday and 
insisted that we all celebrate together and 
passed a large chocolate bar around for us all to 
share. 


